The Rector’s Speech” Arben Hajrullahu at the Conference „From War to Recovery: A Multidisciplinary Aproach Towards Kosovo’s War Trauma”
Prishtinë, 17th February 2026

Honourable President of the Republic of Kosovo, Your Excellency, znj. Vjosa Osmani, 
Honourable Prime Minister of Kosovo, Your Excellency, z. Albin Kurti, 
Honourable Director of the Institute of  Crimes Committed during the War Kosovo, z. Atdhe Hetemi, distinguished representatives of academic and scientific institutions, both national and international; esteemed friends, partners, and guests; ladies and gentlemen; distinguished participants,

Despite the passage of time, war crimes leave enduring wounds that never fully heal. They persist as images, as nightmares, as vivid recollections and layered traumas embedded within those who experienced and survived them, and it is never known when or how they may resurface. War crimes never become obsolete, and those who committed and carried them out must be prosecuted without limitation, until justice can be brought to bear, to the extent that it is possible.
Throughout the long course of human history, there have been states that not only plan and perpetrate crimes against humanity but also refuse to acknowledge the crimes committed against others and deliberately avoid confronting their own criminal past. Such was, is, and continues to be the case with the northern neighbour the Republic of Kosovo—the Serbian state. Particularly in circumstances where the denial of crimes manifests itself as a continuation of those very crimes, the factual documentation of atrocities through rigorous scientific methodology becomes an urgent necessity, a solemn duty, and a moral imperative.

Dear conference organisers, esteemed local and international researchers,

on 23th November 1999, during his post-war speech in Ferizaj, American President Bill Clinton declared: “We won the war, but listen — only you can win the peace!” Nearly twenty-six years later, a great friend of the University of Prishtina and of Kosovo, the internationally renowned Japanese jurist, diplomat, and professor Hisashi Owada, when he was honoured by the University of Prishtina with the title of Doctor Honoris Causa on 18th June 2025, concluded in his lecture, “Why War: A Reflection on the Public Order of the International Community,” with: “What has been achieved in Kosovo may be valued more as a human victory than as a victory among nations.
These messages from President Clinton and former President of the International Court of Justice, Owada, carry profound significance for the history and future of Kosovo; yet peace cannot be fully secured without the establishment of justice for the victims of the war and its survivors.
Not far from where we stand today is the statue of Faik Rexhepi, the engineer who, in August 1990, in the center of Prishtina, sat on the ground, on his own land, and refused to move as organized Serbian state violence unfolded against the people who gathered to welcome American senators led by Robert Dole. On that day, he was beaten and assaulted, yet the symbolism of his act remaind here forever.
In Skenderaj stands another statue that commemorates the profound pain of the war, that of Leotrim Ahmeti, a seven-year-old boy who, after being gravely wounded, told his mother: “I have something in my stomach; I am sick from my stomach.” He passed away eight hours later. 
Kosovo, through its people and institutions, must identify and document every war crime committed within its territory, not to remain captive to the past, but above all to ensure that such atrocities are never allowed to recur.

Dear domestic and international scientists and researchers, esteemed leaders and staff of the ICCW,
Allow me to reiterate once again: you will, always and under all circumstances, have the support of the the University of Prishtina, academic staff through their professional, scientific, and expert capacities, in the ongoing collection and analysis of evidence concerning war crimes.
Two professors and eighteen (18) students from the University of Prishtina, engaged in a project supported by the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sport. They collected field-based information on children killed during the war in Kosovo, with the aim of ensuring that these crimes are documented and not forgotten. Last year, the report prepared by them was formally submitted to the ministry.
Additionally, three other professors and thirty-three students from the most distinguished university in Kosovo, during the years 2021–2022, conducted 200 interviews with survivors of the Krusha e Madhe massacre. These video interviews were subsequently published in book form in 2025.
The academic staff of the University of Prishtina is currently engaged in another project supported by the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sport, aimed at documenting massacres throughout Kosovo.
Following the first international conference of the Institute for Crimes Committed During the War, “The Scale, Legacy, Documentation and Adjudication of Crimes Committed in Kosovo,” held in February 2025, a multidisciplinary scholarly volume has since been published, compiling all contributions addressing several aspects of war crimes in Kosovo.
I am deeply honored that the editors of this volume invited me to prepare a review. I assessed the work of the conference, as a vital contribution to the fields of human rights, transitional justice, and memory studies — an indispensable tile in the broader and living mosaic of resilience, documentation, and the pursuit of justice in the face of the unprecedented human rights violations experienced in Kosovo.
Dear leadership and staff of the Institute of Crimes Committed During the War in Kosovo,
I commend you for your continuous and dedicated daily work in collecting facts and evidence on all the crimes that, for many decades, have marked the country and the people of Kosovo, including, most recently, the mass atrocities of 1998–1999. When war crimes and crimes against humanity fall into collective oblivion and remain unpunished, the path is opened for their recurrence in the future. Therefore, let us strive together, with determination, to ensure that the crimes committed in Kosovo, and anywhere else, are neither forgotten nor left unpunished.
I wish you resolve, strength, and resilience in carrying out your mission. I wish you a successful conference, and I look forward to meeting again at similar events in the future!
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